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BOOK REVIEWS. 



Dwelly's Parish Records. Edited by E. Dwelly. Author of "The 
Illustrated Gaelic Dictionary," &c, &c, Vol. I. The First Portion 
of the Bishop's Transcipts, at Wells, being those that are in the 
most fragile condition [Section 1. Parishes A-H]. Compiled 
from the Originals by Arthur H. Jewers Heme Bay. Printed and 
Published by the editor at his Genealogical Offices, Margate Road. 
Sole Agent — A. H. Mayhew, 66 Charing Cross Road, London, pp. 
485. 

All Americans searching for English ancestry know of parish 
registers; but a knowledge of the Bishops' Transcripts is not so wide- 
spread. In the reign of Elizabeth it was ordered that at Easter two 
copies of the register for the past year should be sent from each parish 
to the Bishop's registry and that of the Archdeacon of the district. This 
order was far from being fully and regularly obeyed and the treatment 
of these transcripts in the Bishop's registry was far from complying with 
the spirit of the law. In consequence of the neglect by both parishes 
and bishops the transcripts are frequently very deficient and in bad 
condition, and Messrs Jewers and Dwelly are doing a most valuable 
work in preserving them in print. 

The editor says in his preface: "Bishop's Transcripts are of partic- 
ular value to anyone collecting information about a family and knowing 
the county they belonged to but not the parish or parishes. A search 
through the transcripts, which are comparatively few in number, will 
generally, in a very short time, disclose connections with parishes which 
one might have hunted for in vain for years by going through all the 
registers in several parishes." And we may add that the American, 
who does not even know the county his ancestor came from may find in 
these Bishop's Transcripts many possible clues. 

The Diocese of Bath and Wells included Somerset and neighboring 
portions of England. 

As an example of what may be found we cite, from p. 430, an entry 
which almost certainly must refer to a family which emigrated to Vir- 
g nia. At Firehead on Sept. 17, 1609, Humphrey, son of John Tabb, was 
christened. An Humphrey Tabb, ancestor of a prominent Virginian 
family, came to Virginia in or before 1637. 

It is hoped that Mr. Dwelly will receive ample support in his 
good work. 



